Undifferentiated sarcoma of the sellar region.
Malignancies lacking specific features of cellular maturation are termed "undifferentiated" and represent 5-10% of all human tumors. They are encountered at a variety of sites but do not, as a rule, arise in the sellar region. A 39-year-old male with a history of testicular seminoma and an unsuccessful biopsy of a third ventricular neoplasm, presented with visual disturbances and memory loss. Light microscopically, the tumor consisted entirely of undifferentiated spindle cells. No germ cell component was noted. An exhaustive immunohistochemical study found immunoreactivity for vimentin and desmin, but for no other myoid markers. Polymerase chain reaction showed no X;18 translocation. Based upon these studies, a diagnosis of "undifferentiated sarcoma" was made. Our case, being highly unusual among reported sellar neoplasms, underscores the difficulties inherent in the differential diagnosis of undifferentiated neoplasms.